
CONCURRENT PLANNING CHECKLIST  
 
Concurrent planning is the process of developing and implementing a plan to reach one permanency 
objective while simultaneously developing and implementing a plan to reach an alternative permanency 
objective, avoiding the pitfall of needing to ‘start over’ with a new plan when efforts are unsuccessful.  
Concurrent planning can occur at any time in a case, including at the time a child enters care.  
Consideration must be given to concurrent planning at each of the following points in the case: 
• Initial assessment; 
• During the ongoing assessment;  
• Each time the case plan is reviewed; and 
• Whenever it is likely that the permanency objective stated in the case plan will not be obtained 
  within a reasonable length of time.  
 
The checklist is a guide, intended for use at a high-level to trigger further exploration and consideration, 
based on the individual circumstances of each child and family.   
  
If ONE OF THE FOLLOWING IS CHECKED, CONCURRENT PLANNING IS RECOMMENDED: 
___   Parent is making minimal progress toward reunification. 
___   Parent who exhibits little motivation for change has established a pattern of chronic abuse  
         or neglect.   
___   Parent repeatedly expresses serious doubts about wanting to parent the child. 
___   Parent has a documented dangerous lifestyle, e.g., a pattern of documented domestic  
         violence of one year or longer, and the parent refuses to separate from the abusing person. 
___   Parental rights to another child have been terminated following a period of services delivery,  
         and no significant change has occurred in the interim. 
___   Parent has killed or seriously harmed another child through abuse or neglect and no  
         significant change has occurred in the interim. 
___   Parent has repeatedly and with premeditation harmed this child. 
___   Parent has abandoned the child for 6 months or more. 
 
ACTIONS SUGGESTED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF CONCURRENT PLANNING:   
___   Ongoing assessment is being done regarding risk, safety, and family strengths and needs. 
___   Father has been identified, located, and involved in planning. 
___   Other relatives (including paternal) and persons important to the child and parent have been  
         located, notified of the situation, and appropriately involved. 
___   Full disclosure has occurred with the parent(s), including clarification of his/her rights and  

responsibilities, timelines, alternative forms of permanency, and the potential results of lack 
of progress. 

___   Child has been placed with a resource family that is appropriate and willing to work  
         toward reunification, and to provide permanency and meet the child’s needs long-term  
         should reunification not occur.  (Assumes full disclosure of special needs has occurred).  
___   An alliance has been built between the foster family and the parent when appropriate. 
___   Child has been placed with siblings, or, if such placement is contrary to the welfare of one of  
         them, there is regular and frequent contact between them, unless it is contrary to the  
         welfare of one of them.  
___   If ICWA is applicable, required notification has been made to the tribe(s), and the child is  
         placed in a home meeting ICWA requirements. 
___   Reasonable efforts are being made to provide services to enable reunification. 
___   Permanency options have been fully explored with the parent, including relinquishment and   
         open adoption. 
___   Meaningful, regular contact is being maintained between the parent and child. 
___   Medical and social history of the child has been obtained. 
___   Child’s special needs have been identified. 
___   If the child is not a citizen or documented alien, efforts are being made to gain citizenship or  
         permanent legal status.  
___   Other: 


