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Pamela Allen is a foster/adoptive parent and Executive Director of the Nebraska Foster and Adoptive Parent
Association. Pamela and her husband have fostered for 13 years and have had 70 plus children through their
doors. The Allen's enjoy working with birth family and believe that all families deserve a chance to heal and
come back together. Pamela has presented at the National Foster Parent Conference, North American Council
on Adoptable Children, Montana State Foster Parent Conference as well as the Missouri State Foster Parent
Conference.

Sarah Beal is a doctoral candidate in the Developmental Psychology Program at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln (UNL). She holds a bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Wright State University and a Master’s
Degree in Psychology from UNL. She is primarily interested in the role children and adolescents play in
facilitating their own development, as well as their interactions with their environments. For the past two
years, Sarah has participated in research on children in the court process and the effects of case progression
at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln Center on Children, Families, and the Law.

Mike Burns is a Partner with Sullivan, Shoemaker, Witt & Burns in Hastings. He graduated from Creighton
Law School in 1992. He practices primarily juvenile law and family law. In addition to this he has been a
trained mediator since 2004 and is a member of the Clay County Through the Eyes of the Child team.

Linda Carpenter has over 30 years of experience working in the substance abuse treatment, child welfare
and special education fields. She is the Program Director for the In-Depth Technical Assistance Program for
the National Center on Substance Abuse & Child Welfare and a Performance Management Liaison for 12 of the
53 Children's Bureau Regional Partnership Grants.

Carol Dart has been associated with Central Mediation Center (CMC) in Kearney since 1993 when she was
hired on a part-time basis as support staff and case manager. Carol’s current full-time responsibilities as
Program Director at CMC include oversight of programs, some family mediation and case management for
specialized cases. Her primary direct service work is as Coordinator/Facilitator for Family Group
Conferencing and initiating and maintaining a Pre-Hearing Conference program within the 35-county area
served by Central Mediation Center.

Marsha E. Fangmeyer was admitted to practice in 1979 and is a shareholder in the Kearney Law Firm of
Knapp, Fangmeyer, Aschwege, Besse & Marsh P.C. She practiced with Legal Services of Southeast Nebraska
before moving to Kearney in 1985. Her practice is general practice, but with an emphasis on Family, and
includes civil litigation and employment law. She has served as Guardian Ad Litem in numerous cases and



has represented parents in numerous cases. She currently serves on the Nebraska Bar Association Executive
Council as a representative from the Seventh District. She also serves on the Nebraska Supreme Court
Commission on Children in the Courts.

Sarah Helvey is a Staff Attorney and Director of the Child Welfare System Accountability Program at the
Nebraska Appleseed Center for Law in the Public Interest. Before coming to Appleseed in 2006, Sarah
practiced at a non-profit public interest law firm in Madison, Wisconsin, where she focused primarily in the
areas of juvenile and family law and served as a guardian ad litem and advocate counsel for juveniles. While
in Madison, Sarah was elected to the Board of Directors of the Children and the Law Section of the Wisconsin
Bar Association and sat on the Advisory Board for the University of Wisconsin Law School’s Children’s Justice
Project. Sarah received her undergraduate degree magna cum laude from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,
and a master’s degree and law degree cum laude from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Sarah has been
appointed to serve on the Nebraska Supreme Court Commission on Children in the Courts and the Mayor of
Omaha’s Fair Housing Advisory Board.

Candy Kennedy is the Executive Director of the Nebraska Federation for Families for children's mental
health. Employees and volunteers of the organization are family members who understand the challenges and
mentor other families experiencing some of these same struggles they themselves have faced. Candy has been
in her role with the Federation for 4 years and passionately believes that together we can help create the best
system of care for our youth and families in Nebraska. Some conferences Candy has presented at are the
National Federation of Families annual conference, the Georgetown training institute summer conference and
the South Florida University Research Conference.

Rose Marie Wentz has worked in the field of child welfare for 34 years. She has been a social worker,
licenser, social work supervisor, trainer, supervisor of Washington State Training Academy, a residential
treatment worker and a CASA for King County Juvenile Court. She is on the board of the National Staff
Development and Training Association and is a consultant for the National Resource Center for Permanency
and Family Connections. She provides training and consulting on case planning, collaboration, concurrent
planning, engaging clients, visit planning, permanency planning, diversity and supervision. In this capacity
she has worked with agency and staff in over 65 counties and states and in 2 countries. Rose has an
undergraduate degree in Social Work and a graduate degree in Public Administration.



