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Kelli Hauptman
Through the Eyes of the Child Initiative

AFCARS: Case identifiers and 
removal/permanency dates
• DHHS data system

AFCARS  Ad ti  d F t  C  A l i  d R ti  

Where the data comes from:

FosteringCourtImprovement.org 2

• AFCARS: Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting 
System

• Federal DHHS/ACF requirement

JUSTICE: case progression data
• The courts’ data system
• Limitation: missing data (i.e., no documentation of issuance 

of ex parte order (216 of 413 missing)
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Timeline Lincoln Lancaster Dodge Dakota

Removal to ex 
parte order

0 days* 1 day 1 day 1 day

Removal to 3a 
petition

0 days 1 day 4.5 days .5 days

*17% of ex parte orders were issued prior to removal

*48% of ex parte orders were issued same day as removal
- Compare to Lancaster (27%) and Dodge (36%)

Timeline Lincoln Lancaster Dodge Dakota

Removal to 
Protective 
Custody 
Hearing

19 days* 4 days 12 days 12 days

*Minimum: 6 days
Maximum: 50 days

3.17%

Removal to Adjudication

Lincoln Lancaster Dodge Dakota Best Practice

91 days 73 days 41 days 73 days 60 days

11.11%

43.02%

50.79%
< 30 days

31 - 60 days

61 - 90 days

91+ days
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0

Removal to Adjudication

Lincoln Lancaster Dodge Dakota Best Practice

71 days 67 days 41 days 66 days 60 days

17.65%

52.94%

29.41% < 30 days

31 - 60 days

61 - 90 days

91+ days

3.2%

11.1%

Lancaster County

34 40%

Dodge County

34.9%
50.8%

< 30 days

31 - 60 days

61 - 90 days

91+ days

46.90%

15.60%

3.10%

34.40%

< 30 days

31 - 60 days

61 - 90 days

91+ days

Timeline Lincoln Lancaster Dodge Best
Practice

Adjudication 
to Disposition

63 days 57 days 45 days 30 days

Time 
between 

175 days 139 days 160 days 90 days
between 
review 
hearings
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13.04%

21.74%

Median

Removal to Permanency 547 days (18.2 months)

17.40%

17.40%21.70%

8.70%

< 6 months

7-12 months

13-18 months

19-24 months

25-36 months

36+ months

Removal to TPR

Median

Removal to TPR 845 days (28 months)

25%

50%

25%

< 12 months

13 - 24 months

25 - 35 months

36 - 41 months

42+ months

TPR to Adoption

Median

TPR to Adoption 148 days (5 months)

25%

50%

25%

< 3 months

4-6 months

7-24 months

25-36 months

36+ months
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Kelli Hauptman
khauptman2@unl.edu

402-472-3927


