Polk County Model Court

Family Interaction Considerations
1) Family Interaction Structure

· What is the level of supervision for the family interactions?

(Supervised, semi-supervised, unsupervised)

· Who is providing the supervision of the family interactions?

· Where do the interactions take place?

· Is the time of the family interaction convenient for everyone?

· Does the parent have adequate transportation?

· What is the phone interaction schedule?

· Has/should family interaction be addressed in a Family Team Meeting / Staffing?

· How does the interaction preserve family and cultural connections?

· How many family interactions have taken place?
· What is the duration of the family interaction?

2) Family Interaction Attendance

· Has the parent missed any of the family interactions?


If so, why? (provider miss, sickness of parent, sickness of child, other)

· Was adequate notice given for missing the family interaction?

· Who is present for the family interactions?

· Is the parent on time for the family interactions?

· Does the parent stay for the entire family interaction?
If not, why?

· What activities are parents attending?  (medical appt, school events, other)

3) Safety
· Is the parent prepared for the family interaction?
· Does the parent successfully interact with the provider?

· Have there been any safety concerns during the family interactions?
4)  Interaction with the Child

· How does the parent demonstrate affection?  (Behaviors)

· In what ways is the parent nurturing?  (Behaviors)

· How does the parent initiate and maintain rapport?

· How does the parent attend to the child’s physical and emotional needs?

· How does the parent demonstrate sensitivity to the child’s needs? 

· How does the parent express interest in interacting with the child?

· How does the parent set limits?

· What appropriate developmental activities does the parent engage in with the child?

· In what other activities do the parent and child participate?
· What did the parent bring to the family interaction? 
5) Child’s Response to Parent Interaction & Interventions

· How does the child respond to the parent?

· How does the child interact with the parent?

· How does the child seek comfort from the parent?

· What is the child’s mood like during the family interaction?

· How does the child act before and after the family interaction?

6) Informal Supports

· Are there any appropriate relatives or others who would be willing to supervise additional family interactions?

7) Summary Information

· What is the general quality of the family interaction?

· What are the strengths and weaknesses of the family interactions?

· What steps (if any) need to be taken to improve the family interactions?

· What needs to happen before supervision can be relaxed?
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