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Revised Statutes » Chapter 43 » 43-1311.02 43-1311.02. Placement of
child and siblings; sibling

) . visitation or ongoing
Print FriendL inferaction; motions authorized; court review; department; duties.

(1)(a) Reasonable efforts shall be made to place a child and the child's siblings in the same foster care placement or adoptive
placement, unless such placement is contrary to the safety or well-being of any of the siblings. This requirement applies even if the
custody orders of the siblings are made at separate times.

(b) If the siblings are not placed together in a joint-sibling placement, the Department of Health and Human Services shall

provide the siblings and the court with the reasons why a joint-sibling placement would be contrary to the safety or well-being of
any of the siblings.

(2) When siblings are not placed together in a joint-sibling placement, the department shall make a reasonable effort to provide
for frequent sibling visitation or ongoing interaction between the child and the child's siblings unless the department provides the
siblings and the court with reasons why such sibling visitation or ongoing interaction would be contrary to the safety or well-being

of any of the siblings. The court shall determine the type and frequency of sibling visitation or ongoing interaction to be
implemented by the department,

(3) Parties to the case may file a motion for joint-sibling placement, sibling visitation, or ongoing interaction between siblings.

(4) The court shall periodically review and evaluate the effectiveness and appropriateness of the joint-sibling placement,
sibling visitation, or ongoing interaction between siblings,

(5) If an order is entered for termination of parental rights of siblings who are subject to this section, unless the court has
suspended or terminated joint-sibling placement, sibling visitation, or ongoing interaction between siblings, the department shall
make reasonable efforts to make a joint-sibling placement or do all of the following to facilitate frequent sibling visitation or
ongoing interaction between the child and the child's siblings when the child is adopted or enters a permanent placement: (a)
Include in the training provided to prospective adoptive parents information regarding the importance of sibling relationships to an
adopted child and counseling methods for maintaining sibling relationships; (b) provide prospective adoptive parents with

information regarding the child's siblings; and (c) encourage prospective adoptive parents to plan for facilitating post-adoption
contact between the child and the child's siblings,

(6) Any information regarding court-ordered or authorized joint-sibling placement, sibling visitation, or on going interaction
between siblings shall be provided by the department to the parent or parents if parental rights have not been terminated unless the
court determines that doing so would be contrary to the safety or well-being of the child and to the foster parent, relative caretaker,

guardian, prospective adoptive parent, and child as soon as reasonably possible following the entry of the court order or
authorization as necessary to facilitate the sibling time,

Source
Laws 2011, LB177, § 7.
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Assessing Children’s Needs: Sibling Groups

Source: Adoption and Permanency Taskforce. (2004). Permanence

Planning: Notes for Practitioners. Assessing Sibling Groups.
http://www.scie-

socialcareonline.org.uk/repository/adoption/section05e.asp
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5. Assessing Children's Needs - continued
Assessing Sibling Groups

In assessing the quality of relationships within a sibling group and each child's placement needs,
it is important to carry out a full assessment in respect of:

each individual child in a sibling group
their relationships with each other

the dynamics of the group
how each child sees their rols in relation to the other siblings

Important questions
Who does the "core" sibling group include?
What is the possibility of contact or placement with other siblings living elsewhere?
Who are the key people to be involved in the assessmeni process?
What opportunities are needed to assess different siblings living in different foster homes?
What are the individual views of each child in the sibling group?
Key issues
Factors that have affected the way siblings relate:
position in family and gender
type of attachment to parents
parental conflict

neglect/absence of carer/parent
abuse.

What does the children’s behaviour suggest about their attachment to each other in
respect of:

warmth

degree of conflict

rivalry

dominance/subordination

sharing and caring
Particularly significant behaviour:

sharing in boisterous play
resolving conflict through age-appropriate reasoning
reciprocal attempts to alleviate distress

Can work be done to improve the relationship between the siblings?

What dysfunctional patterns of interactions exist and need to be taken into account in placement
decisions?

Decisions to separate children, and about which child should be placed with whom, should only
be taken on the basis of a full assessment,

Action to recruit carers and facilitate contact should result from the planning process and not vice
versa,
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Useful Reading

Lord J and Borthwick S, Together or Apart: Assessing brothers and sisters for
permanent family placement, London: BAAF 2001

Multender A, We are Family: Sibling Relationships in Placement and Beyond,
Londaon: BAAF 1999

Previous Page

Adoption and Permanence Taskforce
Edited by: Gherry Harnott and Helen Humphreys
February 2004
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| Attachment A
Sibling Decision Making Matrix
Created by: Northeast Ohio Adoption Services
Sisters and Brothets Together Project
(Grant #80 CO 0821)

NOTE: This is to be utilized in conjunction with the questions provided to guide your discussion.

Place siblings
separately. Creals an
open foster/adoption

plan including engoing

Fully describe the sibling
relationship. Q1

Have all of the siblings cor‘ita_c t
= received al} avallable 3 :
w . servicas to reduce risk
b \ N
and the inferventions
Are safety risks manageable when the g have been unsuccessful? | =
children are placed together? ' 2 ' .
) . : Q2 Implement services needed to
: - . reduce risk and preserve the
< pldcement. Reassess the
B . . | sibling relationship in 6 menths
" If there are no viable placement (return to Q2)
Does a current caregiver want to

options for these children or if a

[

adopt only a portion of the sibling family not known to the children
group? - " has expressed an interest in
' adopting only a portion of the

: sibling group, proceed to pagé B,
- box A ' : '
@ . .

Are the benefits greater for all of the
siblings if the childi{ren) is adopted by
the current caragiver? Q3

ON

b Proceed to page 8, box A. .

"o
]

Gan the family adeguately meet the
needs of the child(ren), including

thelr need for ongoing contact with g| Proceed fo page 8, box A
their siblings? Q4

l;§
0

Do all of the children want to proceed
with the adoption? Q5

N

Working within the confines of
loca! laws, proceed with the
adoption if it Is determined by
adulfs to be in the child{ren)'s
best interest.

ON

Flnailze adoption with current caregiver(s).
Explore all placemént options with the
caregiver(s}, frlends, family and community
for the remaining siblings. Encourage
ongoing contact between families.
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S}blmg Decisiori Making Matrix
Created by: Northeast Ohio Adoption Services
Sisters and Brothers Together Project

{Grant #30 CO 0821)

Continued.. .

Place siblings separately.

s there a compelling reason ) : ) Create an open fosterfadoption
for the siblings to be placed | z |, With appropriate services s it | ¢ plan including ongoing contact.
separately? .. ‘possible for one family to meet N Siblings should remailn in
Box A the needs of the entire sibling | contact while permanent
group? Q4 placements are belng identified,
1 i1
tl?}t;;{h‘:;d;?en want o be g?cad o Waorking within the confines
% of local laws, follow through
with the adoption plan that

aduits determine to be in the
children's best interest.

Describe. ifthereisa
consensus that the reason is
compelling, then adoptive'homes
should be recruited that will
a!!awlencourage the siblings o
- have ongoing contact. Providing
" that it is safe, the siblings should
be vistling/staying in contact at
least every other week while
permanet p!acemants are being
identified,

S2A

identify the services that would
be needed and the qualities
needed in a family to parent the
‘sibling group. Recruit a family
to parent the entire sibling
group. Exhaust all resources
recruiting a family to parent the
entire sibling group.

Note: If a‘compeiling reason in the children’s best interest does not exist, then they should not be
: separat@d. The most common examples of compeliing reasons include:

- Sexual oﬂ‘endmg behavior that has not been responsab!e to therapeutlc interventions.

» Extreme physscal aggrassron toward ssbhngs that has not been responsibie to therapeutic
interventlons

» Current caregwer wants to adopt thie child(ren) in their home, but not the entire sibling group.
The child(ren) in the home have a strong mutual bond with the caregiver. Services were offered

to support the carggiver In providing for all of the available siblings but the caregwer declmed the
services. '
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STANDARD FOR SIBLING PLACEMENT

PURPOSE

The purpose of this standard is to provide direction and guidance to the Child and Family
Services (CFS) program regarding sibling placements. This standard is intended to achieve
statewide consistency to the development and application of CFS core services and will be
implemented in the context of all applicable laws, rules, and policies. The standard will
also provide a measurement for program accountability,

INTRODUCTION.

The importance of the sibling relationship must be recognized and respected. Sibling
relationships often provide needed continuity and family stability during a child’s
placement in foster care. The sibling bond is important, separate from the bond between
parent(s) and child(ren). Siblings typically share the same history, heritage and biology,
unlike any other relationship. The sibling relationship is unique and must be fostered in its
own tight.

Children placed in out-of-home care suffer many losses and experience intense grief. They
are separated from their parents and possibly other family members. They are often
separated from neighbors, friends, schoolmates, teachers and the security of a familiar
environment. Additional losses may include those of pets, cherished possessions,
babysitters or childcare providers, and other trusted adults. Separating siblings in foster
care or through adoption is often the hardest loss of all. Children often have some
understanding about why they are separated from their parents, but separation from
siblings is not understandable. Adult adoptees and foster care alunmi both describe the
loss of sibling contact as the most devastating loss they experienced.

Placement of siblings together should be made a priority in case planning and

implementation of the case plan. Placement of siblings together can serve many purposes
such as:

* Preserve the sibling relationship and bond or establish a healthy, rewarding bond
between siblings who may or may not have had any significant prior relationship or
bond with one another;

Minimize or mitigate the impact of separation from family and familiar surroundings;
Minimize the impact of the trauma from abuse and neglect. Because of their shared
experiences in their family, siblings understand each other and their shared history;
Provide support through developmental changes and growth;

» Strengthen the siblings’ self esteem through acceptance, unconditional love and a sense
of belonging; and

» Strengthen the siblings” skills at relationships, support, communication and
resolving conflicts with others.

Sibling Placement &
Revised 1/2011



IMPLEMENTI E STAND

The Department must make reasonable efforts to place siblings together when they are in
foster care. Siblings are to be placed together in foster care and adoption at the carliest
possible time unless it is determined not to be in the best interests of a sibling or it is not
possible after appropriate documented efforts by the Department. It is the responsibility of
the Department to develop resource family options sufficient to meet the needs of sibling
groups. This is one of the reasons that the Department prioritizes the placement of children
in relative homes. The Department must make reasonable efforts to provide ongeing
interaction between siblings in situations where sibling groups are unable to be placed
together. Itis essential that both staff and the families who foster and adopt children with
siblings understand the importance of sibling relationships.

Social workers/clinicians making a placement will follow the following procedures:

At Initial Placement

e Tind out the current location of all siblings at intake;

¢ Begin with the assumption that all siblings should be placed together at the first
placement unless there is evidence that placement together is contrary to either child’s
safety;

¢ Inform foster and potential adoptive parents that there are siblings, and the
permanency plan will be to keep them together or reunite them;

One worker should have the responsibility for all the children in the sibling group;
When a child comes into placement, determine if there are siblings already in
placement. If so, look to that resource family as the first placement;

*  Bxplore the child(ren)’s placement preferences. Prioritize placement with relatives
when appropriate resources are available;

o  Ifthe children must be placed separately in their initial placement, continue to
diligently search for a placement that can take all of the siblings. The importance of
sibling connections is an area requiring ongoing assessment;

¢ Children who are not initially placed together should have contact within 48 hours of
placement; and

*  Seek permanent kinship/relative placements for all children to the greatest extent
possible.

In Permanency Planning

¢ Continue fo seek permanent kinship/relative placements for all children to the greatest
extent possible. A genogram and ecomap should be developed with the family to
identify all possible resources;

* Involve the children and extended family members in planning that will enable
siblings to live together if possible, or near one another and/or able to maintain contact
it not. The use of Family Group Decision Making meetings would enhance the
involvement of families in making placement decisions;

+  Conduct specific recruitment for sibling groups — reach out to neighbors, school staff]
and others who know one or all of the children;

*  Unless an exception has been made and documented, present all the children in the
group together when using Wednesday’s Child, Northwest Adoption Exchange or

Sibling Placement 7
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AdoptUSKids. Have their picture taken together and make it clear that a family is
being sought for the entire group;

If the permanency plan includes adoption and if siblings are placed separately, each
foster family is to be approached about accepting the other sibling(s);

In the event a child’s sibling was previously adopted, the parents of the adopted
child(ren) are to be approached regarding placement of new siblings when they enter
foster care;

If children are adopted separately, assist the family in establishing post-adoption
contact and visitation plans; and

If siblings will not be placed permanently together and at least one child is placed for
adoption, the siblings should be educated about the Adoption Registry so they may
establish contact after age eighteen.

When Siblings are Separated

There are times when placement of siblings together is not possible. These situations may
include:

The special needs of one of the siblings;

An abusive relationship between the siblings where therapy, with a safety plan in place,
is not effective or not the appropriate intervention;

A foster placement that lacks the resources and/ot capacity to care for all the siblings;
The need to establish timely permanency for one or more of the siblings;

One or more of the siblings is in residential treatment, hospitalized, or in juvenile
detention; and/or

An older sibling who does not consent to adoption.

These situations should be assessed as part of the Region’s Concurrent Planning Review,
on an on-going, case-by-case basis, with the intent to maintain sibling contact when it is
safe to do so, strengthen the relationships and possibly reunite the children in the future.
All placements should consider the best interest and well being of the child. Any decision
to separate siblings initially, during, or after placement must be handled as an exception
to policy and must be clearly documented.

The following guidelines are to be followed:

Valid reasons must be identified and documented for not placing siblings

together;

Never make the decision to separate siblings alone. Consider early use of the Sibling
Decision-Making Matrix. Include the court, resource

family, therapists/counselors, supervisors, permanency committee, GAL and others
who have played an important role in the child’s life when possible. If placement is
made during on-call hours, decisions to separate siblings should be  reviewed
with the supervisor the next day and clearly documented;

When the permanent separation of siblings is being considered, this decision must be
made using the process outlined in the Placement Selection Committee Standard:

* One worker should continue to have case responsibility for all the siblings;

» Siblings should be placed in homes as geographically near to each other as possible;
¢ Siblings should be registered in the same school or district when those resources
Sibling Placement ?
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are available.

* Educate resource families on the importance of the sibling bond while the children are
separated. Encourage activities such as family-to-family visits, sleepover visits, joint
lunches/dinners, playgroup meetings, attendance at one another’s school and sporting
events, having siblings join the same sports teams;

e The plan to separate is to be supported by a specific, concrete plan for future contacts
between the children;

e Write sibling visits into case and alternate cate plans and provide transportation and
other supports resource families need to make those visits happen regularly. The plan
should clearly state who will be responsible to ensure visits happen;

* At aminimum, face-to-face visits between siblings, who are in alternate care and were
in the same household when the child was removed, should occur at least monthiy.
Additional contact between siblings placed in different homes or facilities may include
telephone calls, ¢-mail, and letters;

* Reasons for exceptions to monthly visits or contact between siblings must be clearly
documented; and

o If visits are cancelled, not scheduled or otherwise do not happen, this should be fully
explained to each sibling and clearly documented.

Any action taken not consistent with this standard must be pre-approved by the FACS

Division Administrator or designee. The action, rationale and approval must be documented
in the file.

Sibling Placement £
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